
LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR WRITING COMPETENCY, CRITICAL READING COMPENTENCY, AND CULTURAL 

LITERACY IN HE112 

 

HE112 develops writing competency by ensuring that students can 

1) compose a persuasive thesis about a complex topic 

2) support an argument using evidence derived from analytical thinking about a topic 

3) structure a paper in logically and rhetorically effective ways 

4) employ an effective writing style that expresses ideas with clarity and concision 

5) use the grammatical and mechanical conventions of American English 

6) develop an argument by evaluating and using evidence derived from research of secondary sources 

 

HE112 develops critical reading competency by ensuring that students can 

1) distinguish the characteristics of and employ reading strategies particular to different literary genres (specifically, the novel 

and poetry) 

2) analyze a novel by showing how parts of and patterns in the text contribute to the meaning of the whole 

3) analyze a poem by explaining how formal, linguistic, and thematic choices create meaning 

4) find, analyze, and assess secondary sources for use in a research paper 

 

HE112 develops cultural literacy by ensuring that students can 

1) recognize the way literature interprets the human experience and cultural values  

2) use literature to understand and interpret meaningful life experiences 

 

 

USNA STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM   

STANDARD 

Academic plagiarism is the use of the words, information, insights, or ideas of another without crediting that person through 

proper citation.  Unintentional plagiarism, or sloppy scholarship, is academically unacceptable; intentional plagiarism is 

dishonorable.  You can avoid plagiarism by fully and openly crediting all sources used.   

GUIDELINES 

1. Give credit where credit is due.  Inevitably, you will use other people's discoveries and concepts.  Build on them creatively. 

But do not compromise your honor by failing to acknowledge clearly where your work ends and that of someone else begins.   

2. Provide proper citation for everything taken from others.  Such material includes interpretations, ideas, wording, insights, 

factual discoveries, charts, tables, and appendices that are not your own.  Citations must guide the reader clearly and explicitly to 

the sources used, whether published, unpublished, or electronic.  Cite a source each time you borrow from it. A single citation, 

concluding or followed by extended borrowing, is inadequate and misleading.  Indicate all use of another's words, even if they 

constitute only part of a sentence, with quotation marks and specific citation.  Citations may be footnotes, endnotes, or 

parenthetical references.   

3. Recognize the work of others even if you are not borrowing their words.  Theories, interpretations, assessments, and 

judgments are all intellectual contributions made by others and must be attributed to them.  

4. Paraphrase properly.  Paraphrasing is a vehicle for conveying or explaining a source's ideas and requires a citation to the 

original source.  A paraphrase captures the source's meaning and tone in your own words and sentence structure.  In a paraphrase, 

the words are yours, but the ideas are not.  It should not be used to create the impression of originality.   

5. Cite sources in all work submitted for credit.  Your instructor may also require you to identify the contributions of others in 

drafts you submit only for review.  Ask your instructor for his or her citation requirements and any discipline-specific attribution 

practices. 

6.  Be cautious when using web-based sources, including Internet sites and electronic journals.  There is a common 

misperception that information found on the Internet does not need to be cited.  Web-based information, even if anonymous, must 

be appropriately cited.  Do not cut and paste or otherwise take material from websites without proper citation.  

7. Provide a citation when in doubt.  Always err on the side of caution.   

 


